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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 1, Issue 15 
Chasing Uranium – Research Highlight 
       
    Dr. Savage and Dr. Zhu have 
been busy working on a research 
project investigating how 
chemical gradients in ground 
water affect the mobility of 
uranium. The research addresses 
contamination left over from the 
Manhattan Project, at the Oak 
Ridge Integrated Field Research 
Challenge site in Tennessee. 
     The first phase of their 
research involved analyzing 
archived sediment samples from 
two contaminated areas to 
determine the distribution of 
uranium, using high-intensity X-
rays at the Stanford Synchrotron 
Radiation Lightsource. Chemistry 
major Tyler Womble was also 
involved in that effort last 
summer and he will present results at 
the South Carolina Academy of 
Sciences meeting in April. 
     The second phase of research, now 
in progress, is a series of experiments 
establishing chemical gradients as 
uranium is transported through soil 
columns and in order to measure the 
uptake and/or release of uranium over 
time. Another set of experiments, in 
preparation with help from Dr. Lejeune 
in Physics, will be an investigation of 
uranium distribution as it spreads 
through carefully prepared sediment 
mixtures. 
     Drs. Savage and Zhu expect to 
present their finding at a U.S. 
Department of Energy conference in 

















in soil particals. Field 
of view (approx. 1x1 
mm) 
Wofford College’s 2nd 
Annual Thoreauvian 
Saunter  
Saturday, April 16th 
Come kick-off Earth Week! 
Walk, run, or ride from 
Wofford to the Goodall 
Environmental Studies 
Center in Glendale. 
$10 registration fee 
Register online at  
https://www.wofford.edu/alum
ni/earthWeekEvent.aspx 
Check-in and registration 
starts at 7:00 am in the 
Admissions Parking Lot 
The race starts at 8:00 am 
*transportation back to campus 
provided 
  




Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
GRAD SCHOOL PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
University of Delaware – Center for Energy and Environmental Policy 
      The University of Delaware’s Center for Energy 
and Environmental Policy (CEEP) was established 
in 1980 and is a leading institution in graduate 
education, research, and energy and 
environmental policy.   
     The lead professor of the program, Dr. John 
Byrne, shares the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize for his 
contributions to Working Group III of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change with 
fellow panel authors and review editors.  
     The CEEP offers master and doctoral degrees 
in Energy and Environmental Policy (MEEP and 
PhD-ENEP) and sponsors degrees in the School of 
Urban Affairs and Public Policy Program (MA-E3 
and PhD-TES).   
     The program’s areas of research include energy 
sustainablility, environmental justice, global 
environments, political ecology, sustainable 
development, and water sustainability. 
     For more information visit the website at 
http://www.ceep.udel.edu/ceep.html. 
April 17th Jam in the Park: 1:00 pm-7:00 pm at Duncan Park.  Come out and listen to the 
music!  Nonprofit organizations will display from 2:00 pm-5:00 pm for this Earth 
Day Event. 
Discover your watershed!  9:00 am-3:00 pm at Lake Lyman Pavillion.  Guided 
wetlands tour via canoe, kayak, and pontoon boat will allow participants of all ages 
to experience this section of the Tyger River watershed. 
April 23rd 
April 23rd  Sierra Club Waterfall Hike at Pisgah National Forest: The hike will be moderate 
for a distance of 3.5 miles round trip.  The group will meet at 11:00 am to carpool.  
Contact Chip Green for more information and meeting location, 579-0164 or 
jwgmaps@gmail.com. 
April 16th World Water Monitoring Day:  11:00 am-1:00 pm at the Goodall Environmental 
Studies Center in Glendale.  Volunteers needed to help with 4th Grade students.  
Anyone interested should contact Kelli Rush, rushkm@email.wofford.edu. 
April 26th Upstate Workforce Investment Board hosts 2nd Annual Business Summit:  “Think 
green, grow green” at the Hangar in downtown Spartanburg from 8:00 am-2:00 pm.  
Anyone interested in volunteering to help with vendor displays, workshop 
monitoring, and attendee flow can contact Melody Brutkiewicz at 
mbrutkiewicz@rescare.com. 
“Play Again”: A new documentary film that looks at the consequences of children 
being disconnected from nature and encourages actions for a sustainable future.  6:00 
pm-8:00 pm in Tyner Auditorium at Spartanburg Regional.  For more information 
visit, !""#$%%&&&'()*+,-#)*-+."/*,0'.*1%#2343(3/,%/,-56'#!#7 
  
April 19th 
